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Be a Child Advocate!

“Be it resolved that every local church in the Northern Illinois

Conference shall name a Child Advocate...”
(Journal & Yearbook of the Northern Illinois Conference 2000, 700-01, p. 271)

UYZite d VOice S fOT Chll d Terl supports child advocates through orientation and

training sessions, periodic communications, and a web page that provides updated information
to both child advocates and members of the congregation.

What do Child Advocates do?

(a) Help their congregations develop and become involved in activities & programs that benefit
the children & families in their church’s community

(b) Interpret and promote the services of our four Conference-related child serving agencies for
the purpose of gaining support for these ministries.

(c) Inform church members on the major public policy issues affecting children.

(a full job description is printed on the back)
Please return the information below to umvoices4kids@yahoo.com or call Debbie Rogers

(630-355-1834) as soon as possible so that we can effectively begin our training and support of
our child advocates.

Child Advocate

Name

Address

Phone number

Email address (if available)

District

Church



mailto:umvoices4kids@yahoo.com

United Voices for Children

United Voices for Children (UVC) is a coalition of Conference-related child serving organizations
and individuals in the Northern Illinois Conference dedicated to speaking and acting on behalf
of children and youth who lack the voice of an advocate. UVC is affiliated with the Northern
Illinois Conference of the United Methodist Church and has been working on behalf of children
for the past 30 years.

Child Advocate Job Description
Every local church is encouraged to elect or appoint a Child Advocate or Advocates during the
congregation’s Annual Charge Conference. More than one child advocate can be appointed to
this role. Each child advocate makes a commitment of one year of service that can be renewed at
the Annual Charge Conference.

The mission and role of the Child Advocate in a local congregation includes the following:

e To interpret and promote the services of our four Conference-related child serving
agencies for the purpose of gaining support for these ministries through the 5t Sunday
Appeal.

e To enable their congregation to engage the ministries of our four Conference-related
child serving agencies in mission and social justice.

e To relate to the Administrative Council, identifying child-related issues to which the
congregation can address.

e To encourage the congregation to become involved in activities and programs that
benefit the children and families in their church’s community. This may include
enlisting the support of the children’s coordinator, children’s council, United Methodist
Women and United Methodist Men, and other groups in the church concerned about
children.

e To encourage the church to observe Children’s Sunday the second Sunday in June and
the Children’s Sabbath the third weekend in October.

e To advocate on behalf of all children in our communities, helping the congregation and
public officials better understand the issues affecting children and their families in
support of legislation and public policy practices that benefit our children.

e To encourage others to become Child Advocates.

United Voices for Children
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